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PANELISTS: 
 

Amy Duncan, BS/MBA, Founder, Goldfish Consulting, Inc. 
Amy is a business owner, consultant, and investor with over 20 years experience working 
in the high growth life sciences industry. As a seasoned marketing strategist, she is led 
product management, managed corporate branding, and developed sales and marketing 
programs at Life Technologies (Thermo) and directed marketing initiatives at an 
entrepreneurial start up. Through her business, Goldfish Consulting, Amy assists 

companies at all stages with strategy, execution, and commercialization. She currently services as chair 
of the communications committee for the San Diego Entrepreneurs Exchange (SDEE) and fund 
manager for the San Diego Angel Conference (SDAC). Amy earned her BS in biochemistry from UC 
Davis and an MBA from San Diego State University. 
 

Carrie Sawyer, BS/MS, Founder, Diversity by Design 
Carrie is the founder of Diversity by Design, a San Diego firm that uses design thinking to 
help leaders cultivate inclusive environments where teams can do their best work. With 
almost two decades of experience in human centered design, Carrie launched Diversity by 
Design after using her people-centered approach to build and implement diversity and 

inclusion strategies at both Intel and Qualcomm. She loves sharing inclusive insights that have the 
power to elevate business thinking and experiences. Carrie earned her MS in Human Computer 
Interaction from the University of Michigan and her BS in New Media Arts and Science from Indiana 
University.  
 

Kristina Schimmelpfeng Henthorn, PhD, Associate Director,  
Product Technical Support, GenMark Diagnostics 
Kristina’s team at GenMark Diagnostics serves as an interface between Manufacturing, 
Customer Technical Support and R&D to troubleshoot, drive process improvements and 
facilitate technology transfer in collaboration with QC and QA teams. GenMark 

Diagnostics manufactures one of the first FDA Emergency Use cleared sample-to-answer molecular 
tests for COVID-19. Kristina received her PhD in developmental biology and neuroscience from 
Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster, Germany and did her postdoctoral training with Lawrence 
Goldstein at UC San Diego studying the role of axonal transport in neurodegenerative diseases. In 2008, 
Kristina became Principal Scientist at RGo Bioscience and worked as Principal Scientist at RetroVirox 
Inc, from 2012-2014. In 2014, Kristina joined GenMark Diagnostics to lead the Assay Development 
Group developing the Respiratory Panel for the sample-to-answer platform ePlex®. Kristina has been 
an AWIS San Diego member since 2008 and served on the website committee (Co-Chair 2013-2015). 
She was a member of the AWIS-SD executive board from 2015-2017 and helped organize the WIST 
conference in 2011, 2013, 2015 and 2019. 
 
MODERATORS: 

 
Angela Macia, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow, UC San Diego  
Angela earned her PhD in Biomedical Sciences from the University of Granada, Spain in 
2015. She has a strong background both in transposable elements and stem cells. Her 
research focuses on modeling neurological diseases, such as Autism Spectrum Disorders 
and investigating how transposons contribute to the disease by using patient-derived 

neurons and 3D organoids. Angela is passionate about how AWIS-SD creates opportunities for women 
and girls in STEM. She has been part of the Corporate Sponsorship committee since 2017 and a Board 
member since 2020. 

 

 
 
Manisha Kanodia, BS, IT Service Offering Manager, UC San Diego 
Manisha leads the Student Affairs Information Services team at UC San Diego. In 
almost 12 years at UC San Diego, she has held various leadership roles while working 
with the Offices of Executive Vice Chancellor and Student with Disabilities and 
Institutional Research. She is also an active member of the Chancellor’s Advisory 
Committee on the Status of Women, Women in Advance Computing and helps in 

promoting women involvement, and addressing women's issues in Higher Education and STEM. 
Manisha is also involved in working with several non-profit organizations including serving as the 
AWIS-SD Co-Chair of the Career Advancement Committee. Manisha has a BS in computer science 
and worked as a software engineer in several companies prior to joining UC San Diego. 
 

Sara Landeras Bueno, PhD, Post-doctoral Fellow,  
La Jolla Institute for Immunology 
Sara received her PhD in molecular biology from Autonomous University of Madrid, 
Spain where her research focused on strategies to block influenza virus infection. She 
then joined the laboratory of Erica Ollmann Saphire as a postdoctoral fellow where they 
use structural biology techniques including x-ray crystallography and cryo-electron 

microscopy to determine the atomic structure of proteins from some of the world’s deadliest viruses 
such as Ebola virus and Lassa virus. With the emergence of SARS-CoV-2, Sara, and the rest of the 
Saphire group have pivoted to use their structural biology expertise to develop antiviral and antibody 
therapeutics for COVID-19 patients. In addition to her research efforts, Sara co-founded the San Diego 
chapter of Españoles Científicos en USA (ECUSA) to promote collaborations between scientists in 
Spain and the United States.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Varykina (Kina) Thackray, PhD, Associate Professor of Obstetrics, Gynecology and 
Reproductive Sciences, UC San Diego  
Kina received a Ph.D. in Molecular Biology at the University of Colorado Health Sciences 
Center and completed postdoctoral training in Reproductive Endocrinology at UC San 
Diego. Her lab focuses on understanding the role of the gut microbiome in polycystic ovary 

syndrome. Kina is an enthusiastic advocate for the equal participation of women in STEM and has been 
a member of AWIS San Diego since 2005. She served on the Scholarship (2006-2016; Co-Chair 2006-
2008) and Outreach Committees (2016-2020; Co-Chair 2017-2019). She also served as a Board 
Member-at-Large (2019-2020), helped organize the 2019 Women in Science and Technology 
conference and is currently serving as President (2020-2022). 


