
Statements by Candidates for Board Member at Large (pick four) in alphabetical order by last 
name 
 
Kim Hanson 
I’m Kim Hanson, a Plant Scientist with a B.S. Biological Sciences conc. in Botany from San Jose 
State University. I began my scientific career at Sandoz Ag (Palo Alto, CA), Plant Biotechnology 
Department, on the cell culture team that developed a novel method for introducing one of the 
first agronomically important Bt traits into corn. Today this trait is still represented in 49% of 
the transgenic corn market. At the Salk Institute for Biological Sciences (San Diego, CA), I served 
as the Laboratory Manager for Joanne Chory while walking-to/mapping genes involved with 
photomorphogenesis, including work that lead to the connection of light influenced growth and 
the hormone Brassinolide. Returning to industry, Akkadix (San Diego, CA), I helped set up 
controlled environment laboratories and capture sequences for novel traits. I later moved onto 
Cibus (San Diego, CA), to pivot my research career towards the precision genome editing 
technology and development of the first Canola product using RTDSTM , before the CRISPR 
revolution. My career has progressed in Agricultural Biotechnology from being a subject matter 
expert in plant cell culture systems to Project Manager, Quality Control Manager, and Business 
Process Optimization Specialist.  
 
I would like to serve on the Board to provide continuity for the San Diego chapter. It is 
important to change leadership to infuse new ideas as well as provide growth opportunities for 
members: It is also important to provide stability as those changes occur. San Diego is a stable 
region for employment that can sustain long term career growth and it is also a transitory 
training region where careers are launched to other geographic locations. Both are important 
to support, and both of these trajectories can cause disruptive fluctuations in the chapter’s 
operations. This will be my first term on the Board, and I expect to provide that continuity for 
the future.  
 
Goals & Vision 
 
Assessable career support resources for scientists with appropriate and engaging opportunities 
for networking. 
 
Welcome scientists as they transition through their career as part of the San Diego community, 
especially those from other AWIS chapters.  
 
Industry revelations for those who only have academic experience – Note: a bachelor’s degree 
with 8-11 years of experience can equate to an entry level PhD – we are all scientists on a 
diversity of career paths. 
 
Solidarity in the pursuit for equal opportunity for all as it pertains to career progression in the 
sciences. Solidarity in the pursuit for a safe work environment where there exists equal pay for 
equal work.  
 



Kamala Janiyani 
I am an adjunct faculty at Grossmont College and teach Biology. I went to UCSD for my post-
doctoral research and have been associated with UCSD Since then. I am originally from India 
and moved here for higher education. I started attending AWIS events when I was in UCSD and 
over the period of time, I started participating in AWIS as a Mentor, some time in the panel and 
sometime simply volunteering. I have been volunteering for AWIS for a very long time and have 
always enjoyed the AWIS events.  
 
I am interested in joining as a Member at Large for the following reasons.  
 

1) I would like to get involved more with the AWIS team and get involved in planning and 
organizing events.  

2) Through AWIS, I am particularly interested in encouraging young girls (High School girls) 
to get in to STEM programs.  

3) I would like to work on the programs which can support the hiring of women who have 
been away from work due to home duties.  

4) I would like to get involved with the community events which AWIS SD is doing.  
5) Collaborate with other local organization and work on possibilities of join ventures.  

 
Sigrid Katz 
I’m a marine biologist turned cancer researcher turned product development scientist in a 
biotechnology company. My career path has taken various turns that I would not have 
expected when I started out. My passion for science and my interest in solving problems have 
brought me to the role I’m filling today. As much as I’m passionate about science, I’m 
passionate about supporting women in science and advancing gender equity in science. I’ve 
been involved in outreach during my PhD and while being a Postdoc, at the later point as part 
of AWIS San Diego, but limited available time made it difficult to stay actively involved in 
outreach activities. I would be honored to serve as a member of the AWIS San Diego Board 
which would allow me to stay involved in the AWIS San Diego Chapter activities and contribute 
my experience to shape the future of the AWIS San Diego chapter and of women in STEM. 
 
 
Angela Macia Ortega. 

My name is Angela Macia Ortega. I am a fifth-year postdoctoral researcher at UCSD, at 
the pediatrics department. I have a Biology degree and Masters in Biomedicine, and my 
background is on transposable elements, stem cells and autism. I moved to San Diego from 
Spain almost 5 years ago. 

I have been a member at AWIS-SD for two years. No longer after I joined this 
organization, I decided to also join the Corporate Sponsorship committee. I wanted to 
participate not only in the events organized by AWIS-SD, but also to make a difference and an 
impact by volunteering for a committee. Although I did not have previous experience with 
fundraising, in my mind, helping the organization to raise money for all their activities would be 
really helpful.  



After serving for more than a year as a co-chair, I have to say that this experience has 
been really fulfilling. I learned how to address organizations regarding sponsorships, organize a 
team, network with other AWIS members, and being accountable to others. I would love to join 
the board as member at large because I have a lot of new ideas regarding how we can move 
forward in the following years at AWIS-SD.  
I would really appreciate your consideration of my application as a board member at the San 
Diego chapter. 
 
Robyn Wygal 
I, Robyn Wygal, joined AWIS San Diego in 2011.  I am the current Public Relations Chair, STEM 
Active Connect Chair and recent WIST 2019 Chair, and I work to highlight and expand our AWIS 
San Diego Network and programming efforts for our members and the local community.  My 
AWIS San Diego leadership roles also include acting as the AWIS SD Outreach Co-Chair and 
STEM Career Conference Co-Director and I have enjoyed working alongside these teams to 
share and inspire the next generation of STEM leaders. In my  professional career I am an 
analyst with a BS in biology and a minor degree in business and 10 + years of experience 
managing projects and data communication with multi-level & multi-departmental interfaces 
and collaborations in the healthcare IT sector.  
 
My desire to serve as a board member stems from a deep appreciation for the work of the 
chapter and for the group of individuals that make it such a welcoming community.   My first 
goal includes listening, to the board’s current initiatives and challenges and from there working 
together to create an actionable plan to achieve our chapter goals and address and overcome 
challenges.  My personal goals for the board,  in addition to working collaboratively to advance 
the joint goals of the San Diego Chapter and the National organization, is to foster 
opportunities to grow our local STEM network and Chapter Membership and expand our 
offering through the development of strategic partnerships and shared resources.  I also 
welcome an opportunity to advance my personal leadership experience to the board 
governance level.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 


